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Historic Jail Turns 130 

The cornerstone of the Historic Sandusky County Jail, currently the 

County Commissionerôs office, was laid on November 6, 1890. For-

mer president Rutherford B. Hayes, who had given much time and 

effort into the matter of prison reform, is said to have laid the corner-

stone himself. The total sum paid to the contractor for construction 

of said building was $36,673. This building operated as the Jail and 

Sheriffôs Residence until  1989 when the present county jail was 

opened and operating.  

For several years after our county was organized, persons under 

arrest and detained were kept in houses temporarily provided as 

jails.  Records state that the first provision of this kind was in June, 

1821. The house of John M. Plum was hired for use of the jail, the 

rent being $20.00 per year.  The building was in the rear of what is 

now the block at the northeast corner of Front and Croghan Street.  

Thereafter, a more permanent wooden jail was constructed and was 

used between 1829 and 1841  when the courthouse was erected 

and the jail was constructed in the basement, now known as ñThe 

Dungeonsò. The Dungeons were used to house prisoners until the 

erection of the Sandusky County Commissionerôs building.  
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The Historic Sandusky County Jail as it appeared in the 

early 1900,s. Originally constructed  in 1890, was re-

dedicated by the County Commissioners in 2003, after a 

complete renovation made possible by local, state and fed-

eral grant sources.  


